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Central Argument
AI-Driven Policing and Urban Security in Smart Cities, edited by Mamdooh Abdelhameed Abdelmottlep and published by IGI Global, examines how artificial intelligence is becoming embedded in modern policing and what this transformation means for cities increasingly shaped by digital systems. The volume arrives at a time when AI is being used for surveillance, crime detection, risk assessment, and decision-making in law enforcement. The editors recognize the potential of these technologies to strengthen public safety, but they also emphasize that their adoption raises ethical, legal, and social questions that technology alone cannot resolve. As the preface notes, the book was “born out of the urgent need to critically examine” these issues (p. xii).
That concern gives the collection its central focus. When algorithms begin influencing decisions about individuals and communities, questions about how those systems work, who oversees them, and who is responsible when they fail become increasingly important. The book therefore does more than present AI as a new set of tools for police departments. It situates these technologies within the larger institutional environment of policing and asks how they can be used to improve public safety without sacrificing privacy, human rights, transparency, or accountability. Its central contribution, therefore, lies as much in addressing questions of governance as in examining the technology itself.
Structure of the Book and Methodology
The structure of AI-Driven Policing and Urban Security in Smart Cities follows this broad concern, moving from the technological foundations of smart cities to the practical applications and governance challenges associated with AI. The opening chapters establish the technological foundation by examining how artificial intelligence, connected sensors, and large-scale data systems allow cities to collect information about urban conditions and respond more quickly to emerging problems. Cases from the United States and Singapore illustrate the potential of these technologies while also raising questions about who controls them and how their expanding capacity to monitor urban life should be governed.
The discussion then moves from technological potential to its social and institutional consequences, particularly the risks to individual rights and public oversight when appropriate safeguards are absent. Later chapters turn more directly to policing and security, exploring how AI can be used for threat detection, digital and video evidence, and the protection of increasingly connected urban systems. The contributors employ comparative cases, theoretical frameworks, proposed technological models, and empirical testing, including one surveillance system that reports an 85 percent crime-detection rate.
This progression from the promise of AI, through the challenges its adoption creates, to its practical applications gives the volume a clear and logical structure. It also reinforces one of its most important themes: technological capability by itself does not determine whether AI will improve policing. Its effectiveness ultimately depends on how these systems are implemented, evaluated, and governed.
Contribution to the Literature
The volume’s principal contribution is its effort to connect research on artificial intelligence with the study of policing, urbanization, and smart-city governance. Much of the existing literature examines AI through particular applications, including predictive policing, surveillance, facial recognition, and digital forensics. This collection takes a broader approach by considering these technologies as part of a larger transformation in how police agencies operate and how cities manage security.
Its emphasis on anticipating technological change is particularly useful. The volume argues that policymakers must anticipate technological change rather than build policies around outdated assumptions: “Strategic foresight enables decision makers to design policies, investments and operations that are attuned not to yesterday’s paradigm but to tomorrow’s reality” (p. 29). This is an important point because technological development rarely proceeds at the pace of government policy. Systems adopted to address one set of problems can quickly become outdated as new capabilities emerge. The ability of institutions to adapt, therefore, becomes as important as the technology itself.
The volume’s contribution is nevertheless stronger conceptually than empirically in several places. Chapter Seven, for example, presents a Deep Belief Network approach to assessing witness credibility without providing empirical validation (p. 192). The idea is potentially significant, but without testing it is difficult to determine whether the proposed system would improve assessments or introduce new problems. The collection is strongest when it connects emerging technologies to real institutional challenges, but it is less convincing when proposed applications are discussed without sufficient evidence that they work in practice.
Strengths and Limitations of the Edited Volume
The volume’s greatest strength is its interdisciplinary approach. It brings together technological, legal, organizational, and policy perspectives without presenting AI as either a straightforward solution to urban security or an inevitable threat to civil liberties. This balance is one of the collection’s more valuable features: the contributors neither treat AI as a technological cure-all nor dismiss its potential because of the risks it presents.
Its main limitations are some repetition and uneven empirical support. Several of the opening chapters revisit the benefits of AI, the risks of adopting these technologies, and the need for stronger safeguards. These are important concerns, but their repeated treatment sometimes slows the development of the broader argument. By the third chapter, some of the discussion feels repetitive rather than adding substantially to what has already been established.
The empirical limitations are more significant. Chapter Seven introduces a Deep Belief Network framework for assessing witness credibility but does not test the model, acknowledging that “empirical validation remains a future step” (p. 192). Given the importance of witness testimony, a proposed technology of this kind requires particular caution when its effectiveness has not yet been demonstrated. The contrast with later chapters, which offer more concrete applications, makes this limitation especially noticeable.
However, these shortcomings do not detract from the value of the collection as a whole. As the book progresses, the discussion becomes more grounded in applications involving forensic analysis, urban governance, transportation, and other areas of public safety. The case studies offer a clearer sense of how AI could expand the capacity of cities and law-enforcement agencies to address emerging challenges. The volume would be stronger with less repetition and more consistent empirical testing, but its breadth and interdisciplinary focus make it a worthwhile contribution to the growing literature on technology, policing, and urban security.
Utility
The volume will be most useful to policymakers, law-enforcement practitioners, urban planners, technologists, and graduate students, whom the editors identify as its intended audience (p. xii). Policymakers and government officials will find the discussion especially relevant as cities consider adopting AI while also confronting questions of privacy, oversight, and accountability. Law-enforcement professionals may find the attention to surveillance, digital forensics, cybersecurity, and other emerging applications particularly useful to contemporary policing.
The book also offers value to students by encouraging them to view familiar urban environments in a different way. Rather than seeing a city simply as a physical space, readers are encouraged to consider the increasingly complex technological systems that shape transportation, surveillance, public safety, and other aspects of urban life. This broader perspective is one of the collection’s more accessible contributions.
As with many edited volumes, however, the chapters vary in writing style and technical terminology. Some sections may be challenging for readers without a background in artificial intelligence or related fields. At the same time, this diversity is also a strength, giving readers the opportunity to consider the implications of AI-driven policing from several institutional and disciplinary perspectives.

Prospects for Future Research
The volume points to several important directions for future research. The next step is to move beyond asking whether AI can improve policing and instead determine when it actually does. Researchers should compare AI-assisted approaches with conventional policing methods and assess whether measurable benefits justify their financial, organizational, and social costs.
The technologies proposed in the volume also require systematic empirical testing. Chapter Seven’s Deep Belief Network framework for assessing witness credibility, for example, remains untested; applying it to real cases could determine whether it improves assessments or introduces new forms of bias (p. 192). Future research should also examine how police officers and the public respond to AI-assisted decisions, particularly when algorithms produce errors or conflict with human judgment. These questions would move the field beyond the promise of AI toward a more evidence-based understanding of its effects. 
The central issue is not simply whether AI can transform policing, but whether it can produce measurable improvements in public safety while preserving the accountability and public trust essential to effective policing
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